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In theabsence of substitutes, the use of biDad componeng remains essentiai in

therapy. This guide contains a compendium of measures designed to ensure

safety, efficacy and quaiity of biDad components and is particularly intended for all

those working in biDad transfusion services. In accordance with the approach

recommended by the Council of Europe in this field, it is based on the premise of

voluntary, non-remunerated biDad donation. It describes the different biDad

components and gives information on their clinical indications and possible

side effects.

Adopted in 1995 as a technical appendix to Recommendation No. R (95) 15

of the Council of Europe, the guide continues to be the "golden standard" for

European biDad transfusion services and forms the basis for many national

guidelines.

In this 7th edition, Chapter 1 on selection of donors has been completely

overhauled in its presentation to make it more user-friendly. Where necessary,

chapters have been revised to take inta account what can be achieved with new

technology. For example, in Chapter 3 a paragraph has been added on

leucocyte-depleted components. A newChapter 28 on statistical process controi

has also been introduced.

The Guide to the preparation, use and qua/ity assurance of bIDad components

will be of interest to biDad transfusion centres, legislators, health personneland

all those working in the field of biDad transfusion.
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